
THE REAL GOD 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR SESSION #7 

“Love” (23 minute video) 

 

Session notes: 

 

Defining the Love of God: 

“God’s love is His holy disposition towards all that he has created that compels Him to express unconditional affection 

and selective correction to provide the highest and best quality of existence both now and forever for the objects of His 

love.”  

 

Characteristics of God’s agape love: 

• It is giving 

• It is sacrificial 

• It is unconditional 

• It is boundless 

 

Love is giving another person what they need the most, when they deserve it the least, at great personal cost. 

 

God’s love for you means…  

1.  His thoughts, intentions, desires, and plans for you are always for your good and never for your harm. 

2.  He is kind, open, approachable, frank, and eager to be your friend. 

3.  He emotionally identifies with your pain, joy, hopes, and dreams, and has chosen to allow your happiness to 

affect His own. 

4.  He takes pleasure in you just for who you are, totally apart from your performance and/or accomplishments.  

 

GOD LOVES YOU FOR YOU! 

 

God reveals his love to us through…  

1. Creation – He made you for Himself.  (Genesis 1:26-27; Colossians 1:16) 

2. Providence – He shows kindness to everyone.  (Matthew 5:44-45; Acts 17:24-27) 

3. The Incarnation – He came in the flesh. (Luke 19:10; John 4:23-24) 

4. Through Discipline – He chastises to protect us from self-destructive behavior. (Hebrews 12:6) 

5. Indwelling – He supernaturally pours His love into our hearts by His Holy Spirit.  (Romans 5:5) 

6. Jesus – God the Son revealed the nature of God’s love for us. 

• Jesus’ life modeled compassion, grace, and truth. (John 1:14) 

• Jesus’ teaching explained God’s love.  (Luke 15) 

• Jesus’ death demonstrated the extend of God’s love. (1 John 3:16; Romans 5:8) 

 

Question #1  Before we talk about God’s love, there are some common expectations that people hold over themselves in 

the hopes that they will receive love from others in this world – a love that needs to be earned.  What are some common 

words or phrases people might fill the following blank in with:  

“People will love me IF I _______________________” 

 

Question #2  In all honesty, do you (or did you) ever struggle with thoughts or fear that God may not love you if you 

did something wrong or if you did not measure up to a certain level of His standard?  Do you have any examples 

that you can share when you thought or felt this? 

 

Question #3  Read 1 John 4:7-18: 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. 

8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among 

us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved 

God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought 

to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and 

testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, 



God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, 

and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God abides in him. 17 By this is love perfected with us, so that we may 

have confidence for the day of judgment, because as he is so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear. For fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not been perfected in love. 19 We 

love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 

love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: 

whoever loves God must also love his brother.  

List as many observations about God’s love as you can from this passage. 

 

Question #4  Take your time to think through and answer this question.   

First read John 15:9-14: 9 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. 10 If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11 These 

things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.  12 “This is my commandment, that 

you love one another as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his 

friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. 

We should love others as Jesus loves us.  God’s love is strange to us because it is so abundant, pure, and gracious.  God 

gives us such an abundance of His love that it fills us to overflowing, and His desire is that we SHARE His love with 

others.  As you consider the words of the scripture above, answer the following questions. 

Why is it important to first experience, understand, and know God’s love to effectively love other people?  What is 

the possible result of attempting to love other people without understanding the nature of God’s love and 

experiencing the effects of God’s love in your life? 

 

Question #5  Read 36:5-7: 5 Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness to the clouds.  6 Your 

righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judgments are like the great deep; man and beast you save, O LORD.  

7 How precious is your steadfast love, O God!  The children of mankind take refuge in the shadow of your wings.  

Read Matthew 5:43-45: 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But 

I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 so that you may be sons of your Father who is 

in heaven. For he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 

God loves all people regardless of their mistakes, sin, past, imperfections, or attitude.  He even loves those that do not 

believe in Him or hate Him.   

Give some practical examples of how our church should function and treat people if we are to reflect this kind of 

love into the lives of others?  

 

Question #6  In the video Chip said that God’s love for you means: 

a. His thoughts, intentions, desires, and plans for you are always for your good and never for your harm. 

b. He is kind, open, approachable, frank, and eager to be your friend.  

c. He emotionally identifies with your pain, joy, hopes, and dreams, and has chosen to allow your happiness to affect His 

own. 

d.  He takes pleasure in you just for who you are, totally apart from your performance and/or accomplishments. 

e.  He is actively and creatively orchestrating people, circumstances, and events to express his affection and selective 

correction to provide for your highest good. 

Which of these is the most difficult for you to truly believe?  Why? 

 

Question #7  Read Hebrews 12:6-11: 6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and chastises every son whom he 

receives.”  7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his 

father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then you are illegitimate 

children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined us and we respected them. Shall we not 

much more be subject to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to 

them, but he disciplines us for our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful 

rather than pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it.  

Discipline is part of God’s love for us.  What stands out to you from the passage?  Why? 

 

Question #8  Read 1 John 3:18: Little children, let us not love in word or talk but in deed and in truth.  

What is one practical step you are willing to take this week to demonstrate God’s love to someone in your world? 

 

 


